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CHOOSING VOCATIONAL COURSES | WORKSHEET
Considering applying to a College?

Important questions to ask yourself?
· Are you ready to learn more about a broad career sector preparing you for work?
· Are you comfortable to continue to work in classes, follow tutors’ instructions and motivated to keep up to date with deadlines?
· Happy not be paid to work for a few more years (unless you secure a part time or weekend job which is highly recommended) (Note for some students a bursary may be available – see more on college web sites)
· Are you considering progressing to university or apprenticeships?  
· What skills do you want a develop to assist your future prospects? 

Most students take one vocational subject.  If you haven’t secured 4+ grades in maths and English, you will have the opportunity to enter for these exams again as part of your college course.  

What courses are offered in colleges?  
Can you identify one or more course areas below that appeal to you? 
	ART & DESIGN
	BUSINESS ENTERPRISE
	FINANCE
	HAIR, BEAUTY, MAKE-UP
	BUILDING
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	DIGITAL DESIGN & MEDIA
	DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
	EARLY YEARS
	HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE
	HEALTH STUDIES
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	LAND BASED
	ANIMAL CARE
	HOSPITALITY
	ENGINEERING (INCLUDING MOTORS)
	MUSIC
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	SCIENCE
	PUBLIC SERVICES
	SPORT
	PERFORMING ARTS
	TRAVEL SERVICES
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Once you have identified a few courses that appeal to you – read up about the courses on college web sites (see links below). Then can you rank order the courses from best to least preferred? 

Consider what skills each course will offer you to assist your prospects. 
The workplace is changing rapidly with the impact of developing technologies and response to developing issues around the world.  The following skills are rated as important by recruiters as work roles change. Consider how the courses you choose could help you develop some of these skills and qualities: 

	Digital skills
	Creative/innovative mindset
	Communication

	Business awareness
	Teamwork
	Problem solving

	Leadership
	Ability to work under pressure
	Analytical skills



What grades do I need to study at College?
Colleges offer most courses at several levels to match student entry requirements 
	Introductory or Level 1
	One-year programme that requires limited GCSE grades (maths and English are delivered as part of the programme)

	Level 2 (sometimes called Certificate)
	One-year programme students can access with level 3 and 4 GCSE grades. Successful completion leads to the level 3 programme. 

	Level 3 (sometimes called National or Extended National Diploma)
	Two-year programme students can access with four or five GCSE grades at 4+ including maths and English. 
Successful completion can allow for progression to university courses or students can apply for apprenticeships and employment. 

	T Levels 
	New two-year programmes.  Entry requirements anticipated as five GCSEs at 4+ including English and Maths. 




Still interested in studying at College?   
Click on the following links to investigate individual colleges. Some colleges have more than one campus (e.g. Hopwood Hall and Manchester).
	Bury College	
BIMM Music College
Hopwood Hall College 	 
Manchester College	 
Oldham College

	Tameside College
Access Creative College
UTC Media City
Salford City College




Choosing where to study:
You can apply to more than college.  Before applying, visit a college to check out facilities and meet the teachers who will be supporting you – open events are advertised on college web sites.  (Some colleges offer ‘virtual tours’ on their web sites.)






Tips to choose the right place to study:
· Are you able to travel to the college easily?  (Remember that ‘Our Pass’ will offer free bus travel https://tfgm.com/) 
· Assess if the college facilities match your requirements?
· Check what support is available if you have an additional learning support need or if you want some specific work experience.  Some courses offer time with employers partnered with the course. 
· Does the college offer extra-curricular activities that you can get involved with – you may have free access to a gym or other facilities

Applying to colleges: 

Apply or register an account on the college web site – by the end of November of Year 11.  Once you have applied, prepare for an interview or an invite to a presentation. Prepare for questions like ‘why do you want to study this course’, ‘what qualities do you have that make you a good student’, ‘what do you want to do after completing a course?

Progression:

Many students progress directly into a job or apprenticeship at the completion of their college student life.

If you complete a Level 3 programme and achieve good grades, you can choose to apply to universities.  There are thousands of degree courses offered in hundreds of universities across the UK.  You can apply for student finance to help you pay for university fees and student living expenses.

Students can also apply for apprenticeships including advanced and higher degree apprenticeships – follow the link for more information:
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/781848/Uni_Appr_guide2019_web2.pdf and https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/863885/Higer_and_degree_vacancy_listing_February_2020.pdf
Positive Steps is a registered charity that provides career guidance services in Oldham, Rochdale and Tameside.  
We also provide an Employment & Skills Service and a range of other support services for young people, adults and families.
Positive Steps is a registered charity that provides career guidance services in Oldham, Rochdale and Tameside.  
We also provide an Employment & Skills Service and a range of other support services for young people, adults and families.
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